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History of the Handa Red Brick Building
The Handa Red Brick Building was built in 1898 and operated as the brewery for Kabuto
Beer until 1943.

In 1887, sake and vinegar brewer Nakano Matazaemon IV (1854—1895), facing a slump in
sake sales caused by increased taxation, was in search of a new venture and began
researching beer brewing with his nephew Morita Zenpei (1863—1937). They dispatched their
first shipment in May of 1889. However, the beer only began to sell steadily after it received
exposure at an industrial exhibition in Kyoto in 1895. With this success, Matazaemon IV and
Zenpei established the Marusan Beer Company in 1896.

The company decided to build a state-of-the-art brewery and commissioned Tsumaki
Yorinaka (1859-1916), one of the leading architects during Japan’s modernization, to design
it. Mechanical engineer Friedrich Vogel and brewing engineer Joseph Bongoll were brought
from Germany, the home of beer brewing, to install the machinery and instruct employees on
brewing techniques. When full-scale production began in 1898, the product was renamed
Kabuto Beer. The beer offered the authentic taste of German beer, receiving numerous
awards and accolades at home and abroad.

Despite the beer’s initial success, sales eventually began to dwindle, and the brewery closed
in 1943. The building became a warehouse for aircraft and was attacked in an air raid during
World War II (1939-1945); the large bullet holes on the north wall are remnants of this
attack. It then operated as a food factory until 1994. Demolition of the now-defunct building
began in 1995. However, residents petitioned for the preservation of the historic brick
building, prompting the municipal government to purchase the structure, halting demolition.
Gradually, the building was restored and revitalized through local preservation efforts.

In 2005, Chita Beer Brewery was commissioned to recreate the original Kabuto beer recipes
based on historical records. The first of these recipes, now known as Meiji Kabuto Beer, is a
lager that has been aged for three months at 0 degrees Celsius. It has an alcohol content of 7
percent and a reddish-brown hue. The beer has a sweet flavor balanced by a rich hop
bitterness and resembles the taste of German beers. The second recipe, Taisho Kabuto Beer,
is a clear amber lager with an alcohol content of 5 percent. It has a smooth, crisp finish and a
refreshing hop bitterness.

In 2015, the renovated building was opened to the public as a museum. The permanent
exhibition focuses on the history of the brick building and Kabuto Beer, displaying beer
bottle designs, logos, and other advertising materials. A video with English and Chinese
subtitles tells the history of Handa centered on the Handa Red Brick Building. The cafe
serves cuisine made with locally sourced ingredients, and the shop sells fermented
condiments, foods, and other Chita specialties. The Meiji and Taisho Kabuto Beers are
available in both the shop and cafe.

FHARL >RV DRESE
R HEYE 1898 FICEEEREN. 1943 FFTHI M- ILOBESFTEL THREIL TLELTZ.

1887 £, SEVHFDERIERZEA TV 4 (KB - A EFT (1854-1895) (&, TEIRDIEICLS5E
HERZE RS REFEZRRL. BORHEET (1863-1937) tLbICE-IVEREDAFTZIADFL



e 1889 £ 5 BB EZITVELN . BRFENEIE(ICERIzD(E. 1895 & (CREP TRNMIZANEEIZE
BEASTIEZEDEDOIETUR, CORRINER T, XAFPIEEF(E 1896 F(CH = BEETZ
B AVAVE 38

Bt (SRR OGP Z 2R I I LRD BARDITRERZARI LR - FAFEE (1859~
1916) (ERETZARFALFEUI. SHIC, HtmEET I — RUE - A5 )L EBRER BRI - T - RO TV ZE - )L
S OAS R YNSIBE. A IRDB A LR EENDERS AT EZITNE U, 1898 FICKISHY
REGENIAFDE . HEBENT NE—IUCERDEL. RAYE-ILOAISHIBIRDVDFET. BRI OIE
BERTHLOEPSVFHIlZRZ U,

UL IBEREOTZE LD ASUSIREBICIZDZ R E . BREFR(E 1943 F(CRASHEIRDELIZ. 2D, B
FRZEHEEIEDEREEL TRENN. SRR AMACIZETHEZRITEUL. BB ERmITIHELT
1994 FFTHEAINFIN 1995 F(CHAET ENRImENELL. UhUh BIEEMREOIZDOFEREZ
ITolCEZR T FHMIEMZE VB ZREUEBAIR IEENEUR,

2005 F(C(F, BERERELECHT M-I OFRZIERI T 2120, MLZZBIL I EOBIREEFTENEL
Ieo BRIE-IDOVEDBFAENT ME—)ILE. 0°CT 3 MARBREELSH—T. 7ILI-ILEE 7%, &N
T, BHAORYTOENRERONTZZANERL R YE—IUSEVWRDWTY, 65—DDKRIENTME
=)V FBREOIVTRIA—T, PII-IEEIE 5%, IEDEUIZERAH LSRR TOEBRN S
T,

2015 . cUEZRE THAEIRL O HEME—HRARINFUL, BiRERTE 2P hT N -ILOREE%
BITUHROT Y0, [LMEENREZERLTVET ,, REE - PEEFBEIEOREKTE. FRLOHE
WP IOEVHBEOEEZBITL TVET, hJITETBMZE AR Z LS, 23y T TIIFHEER
TR R RRERI S HUIHOIFE 2 IRFTL TVWET , BE - KIENTME-ILENT1ESav T THEA TEE



Rivalry with the Big Four

By the late-1890s, Kabuto Beer had become Japan’s fifth largest brewery, after Yebisu in
Tokyo, Asahi in Osaka, Sapporo in Hokkaido, and Kirin in Yokohama. Faced with tough
competition, the brewery adopted unique tactics to establish their presence. At the Fourth
National Industrial Exhibition in Kyoto in 1895, the brewery made a strong impression by
hiring geisha, clad in striking red aprons, to serve beer and entertain guests. In 1900, Kabuto
Beer boasted the largest market share in the Tokai region (centered on Nagoya) and won a
gold medal at the Paris Exposition Universelle. Kabuto Beer was well received at the 1903
Fifth National Industrial Exhibition in Osaka, which attracted 4.35 million visitors. At the
Tenth Kansai Prefectural Joint Exhibition held in Nagoya in 1910, Kabuto Beer set up a beer
hall to compete with those operated by Asahi and Kirin, but it incurred a substantial loss
despite recognition of the beer’s quality.
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Kabuto Beer Advertising

The brewery spared no expense in advertising to establish itself against major rivals Yebisu,
Asahi, Sapporo, and Kirin, using uniquely flashy marketing tactics. Its campaign offering 3
sen (equivalent to about 30 yen today) for each bottle cap was the first of its kind in Japan.
One of the brewery’s advertising posters featured Manryt (1894—-1973), a geisha renowned in
the early twentieth century as “Japan’s most beautiful woman.” Company correspondence
was posted in specially printed envelopes that served as promotion tools. Billboards were
placed in cities across Japan. A life-sized replica of the advertising tower that was once
outside Nagoya Station stands in front of the Handa Red Brick Building, while a half-scale
model is displayed inside.
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Red Bricks

The Handa Red Brick Building was constructed using 2.4 million locally produced bricks,
which would stretch over 500 kilometers if placed end to end—approximately the distance
between Handa and Hiroshima. The bricks were laid using the English method of
bricklaying, in which a row of bricks with their long sides visible alternates with a row of
bricks with their short sides visible. This method gives the walls strength. In the Flemish
method, which is less common in Japan, the long and short sides are alternately laid in the
same row. While often considered more aesthetically appealing, the Flemish method is not as
sturdy as the English method and was typically only used in smaller structures. The brick
walls were made with five vertical layers to provide thermal insulation and maintain the low
temperatures required for beer brewing. An exposed cross-section can be seen at the
building’s north entrance.
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Vestiges of War

In the latter half of World War II (1939-1945), the Handa Red Brick Building served as a
food and clothing warehouse for the Nakajima Aircraft Company, which made it a target for
air raids. On July 15, 1945, American P-51 Mustang fighter-bombers attacked the building at
around 1:00 p.m. while children were playing outside. The planes flew so low that the
children later recalled they could see the expressions of the pilots. Scars of the machine-gun
fire can still be seen on the building’s north wall, which is riddled with bullet holes. Machine-
gun bullets recovered from the wall’s surface are displayed in the permanent exhibition.
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Trolley Track

A dedicated trolley track was laid in the first decade of the twentieth century to connect the
brewery to Handa Station. The trolleys were 1.8 meters long and 1 meter wide and could
carry loads of 8 to 12 boxes, each containing 48 bottles of beer. They were manually pushed
downhill to the west side of Handa Station, where Kabuto Beer had a warehouse. The empty
trolleys were then loaded with provisions and daily necessities and pushed back uphill to the
factory.
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